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KIGALI, MONDAY
HUNDREDS of Rwan-

dans on Sunday marched in 
the capital city of Kigali to 
encourage the public to join 
the effort to address plastic 
pollution.

The march, organized 
by the ministry of environ-
ment through the Rwanda 
Environment Management 
Authority (REMA) is part 
of activities of the 2018 na-
tional environment week and 
World Environment Day due 
on June 5.

The “Beat Plastic Pollu-
tion Walk” offered a great 
opportunity to demonstrate 
Rwanda’s commitment to 
improving health and envi-
ronment by ending the use 
of single-use plastics and 
addressing plastic waste, said 
REMA director general Cole-
tha Ruhamya at the event.

Rwandans 
march against 
plastic pollution

Kenyan shilling firm on 
offshore liquidity

Burundi coffee output 
seen rising

NAIROBI, MONDAY
THE Kenyan shilling was 

firm against the dollar on 
Monday supported by in-
creased dollar liquidity from 
offhsore investors meeting 
importer demand, traders said.

At 0830 GMT, commer-
cial banks quoted the shil-
ling at 101.30/50 per dollar, 
compared with 101.40/60 
at Thursday’s close. Kenyan 
markerts were closed on Fri-
day for a public holiday.

The Kenyan shilling de-
preciated 1.2 percent against 
the U.S. dollar in May saddled 
by increased demand for the 
greenback.

The shilling declined from 
100.40 at the end of April to 
101.60 at the close of May, 
according to data from the 
Central Bank.

“The decline was mainly 
due to increased dollar de-
mand by multinationals and 
importers towards the end of 
the month,” Cytonn, a Nairobi-
based investment firm, noted 
in a brief Monday.

BUJUMBURA, MONDAY
THE Burundi Coffee Farm-

ers’ Confederation expects the 
country’s harvest to come in at 
15,000 to 17,000 metric tons 
this year following good rainfall 
and increased fertilizer use.

Farmers will receive be-
tween 500 francs ($0.28) and 
600 francs for every kilogram of 
cherry delivered to washing sta-
tions, the organization’s leader, 
Joseph Ntirabampa, said in an 
interview in the capital, Bu-
jumbura. The price is too low 
for the 60,000 or so households 
that plant the bush, he said.

The government has not 
published production figures 
for coffee, a major foreign-ex-
change earner for the nation, in 
recent years. The International 
Coffee Organization estimates 
production reached 200,000 
bags of 60 kg each in the 2015-
16 season.
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Lindi, Mtwara get alternative cash crop
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By DAILY NEWS Reporter

SUNFLOWER stands a chance 
to become an alternative cash 
crop in the southern regions of 
Lindi and Mtwara that famers 
need to grab its employment 

opportunities and reap benefits of increas-
ing their income. 

Traditionally, the major cash crops 
in the area are cashew nuts, sesame, co-
conuts and pigeon-peas, the crop whose 
export market has recently fallen due to 
changes in Indian pulses-import regula-
tions.

Speaking at one of farmers field days 
organised by seed companies and exten-
sion workers for farmers to get informa-
tion and knowledge on using a variety of 
sunflower seeds (hybrid seeds) through 
demonstration plots, the Ruangwa District 
Commissioner (DC), Joseph Mkirikiti 
emphasised that it was high time that 
farmers embarked on sunflower produc-
tion as alternative crop to those whose 
market were unpredictable.

“Through these demo plots, it has 
been proved that our area has potential 
to grow plenty of sunflower besides other 
crops whose markets have dwindled. If 
youth, women and men can turn our vast 

arable land under sunflower cultivation, 
we could be among the regions with high 
sunflower production even more than the 
central regions.

Fortunately, we have all the govern-
ment support as far as the industrialisation 
agenda is concerned. In our district alone, 
we have about seven sunflower process-
ing factories, which are currently closed 
due to lack of sunflower grains and other 
investors willing to put up new refineries, 
we need to see this as a major opportunity 
to increase production because of the 
ready-market,” he said.

He told more than 300 farmers 
gathered in Nandagala village that the 
government has announced sunflower as 
one of the strategic crop for good reasons 
that its planting was allowing farmers also 
to attend other crops such as cashew and 
that if its production increased, households 
will improve their health by consuming 
quality edible oils.

The Nandagala village demo plot is 
among the 226 sunflower demonstration 
plots whose formation were facilitated by 
the Aga Khan Foundation to stimulate 
the market for improved sunflower seeds 
which have higher yield and higher oil 
content.

Building upon its work in Agriculture 

and Food Security in 2017, Aga Khan 
Foundation (AKF) with funding from 
Agricultural Markets Development Trust 
(AMDT), launched a Sunflower Market 
Systems Strengthening Project. Through 
this project AKF aims to increase op-
portunities for economic inclusion in 
Lindi and Mtwara regions by supporting 
the establishment of a sustainable and 
inclusive sunflower value chain. The aim 
of the project is to support farmers to tap 
into the 60 per cent gap which is currently 
being filled by imports.

Tanzania is one of the countries in 
the world producing sunflower oilseeds 
for raw materials in processing cholesterol-
free edible cooking oil with a by-product 
used as livestock feeds. Currently, sun-
flower oil makes about 13 per cent of the 
world edible oil production.

According to documented national 
data, Tanzania imports 60 per cent of its 
total edible oil requirement despite having 
vast and promising production potential in 
the sunflower sub-sector. A 2017 research 
published by Bank of Tanzania (BoT) 
indicates that the production potential is 
missed as the national average yield is 
0.6 tonnes compared to potential yield 
of 2.0 to 3 tonnes per acre. Despite the 
promising potentials in the sub-sector, 

sunflower production still is relatively low 
and benefits from its value chain have not 
been adequately realised. 

Through the SMD project, AKF and 
its partners aim to support farmers to use 
good agricultural practices, access better 
seeds and other farm inputs with a view 
of improving production. 

This led to the procurement of a total 
of 810 kgs of hybrid and 3,300 kgs of 
OPV by smallholder farmers. A local seed 
company TEMNAR Co. Ltd sold 1,100 kgs 
of Record seeds resulting in an increase in 
the company’s seed sales. A total of 1,520 
kgs of sunflower seeds (Record) have 
been sold through five agro-dealers – a 
significant increase in sales. 

“I never used to sell seeds and when 
AKF approached me to stock sunflower 
seeds, I was apprehensive. Farmers in 
this area never used to grow sunflower 
and I was not too sure if there would 
be demand for the seeds. However, AKF 
assured me they would refer farmers to 
buy sunflower seeds. I agreed to stock the 
shop, albeit with a lot of apprehension and 
my initial investment was very minimal,” 
says Abdalla SaidiLuyaya, an agro-dealer 
in Nachingwea town. 

AKF linked Abdalla to Agricultural 
Seed Agency (ASA) from Morogoro and 

the company supplied him with sunflower 
seeds. Shortly after farmers started buying 
and the demand has continued to grow, 
increasing Abdalla’s income significantly. 

“When I started this business, we 
were only three agro-dealers in Nach-
ingwea. Now, this number has grown 
to 15. People are keen to invest in this 
sector because they can see the benefits 
we are reaping.

Some of the challenges leading to the 
low yields include farming methods, with 
majority of farmers at 50 percent using 
hand hoe, 32 percent oxen-plough, 16 per 
cent power tiller, and 2 per cent tractor.

Other challenges that need to be 
addressed are availability of extension 
officers, access to affordable credits and 
inputs to the farmers.

Sunflowers in Mtwara and Lindi 
regions, like in other parts of Tanzania 
are grown mostly by small-scale farmers. 
Therefore, the development of the sun-
flower oil sector has a great potential for 
improving livelihoods and the welfare of 
relatively poorer households. The project 
aims to support farmers to strengthen the 
sunflower value chain, growing house-
holds’ income in the process.

Through this project, AKF is focusing 
on stimulating the market for improved 

sunflower seeds. AKF in collaboration 
with private sector partners, local agro-
dealers and government extension works, 
are creating awareness on sunflower 
hybrid seeds, which have higher yield and 
higher oil content. Using demonstration 
plots, government extension workers are 
supported to demonstrate performance of 
hybrid seeds varieties and OPV. 

At Namatutwe village in Masasi, AKF 
is working with a group of 25 farmers (10 
female, 15 male), to enhance their skills 
in sunflower growing. 

“Through AKF we have received 
knowledge on how to improve our yields. 
We have been empowered on which 
seeds to use, how to plant, including 
correct spacing. We are optimistic that 
our yields will be good. Our only concern 
now is to ensure that we have access to 
markets,” says John Mtambo, a member 
of Mshikamano B farmers group. 

As part of the project, AKF is sup-
porting farmers to access seeds and 
information through agronomic training 
delivered by government extension work-
ers. The Mshikamano B group members 
have a demo plot where they have planted 
sunflower using various seeds they ac-

Kenya launches pilot oil 
export scheme via Mombasa
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Nairobi, Monday

KENYA has 
launched a pi-
lot scheme to 
export crude 
oil via Mom-

basa as part of efforts to 
capitalise on the country’s 
oil reserves.

The East African coun-
try discovered commercial 
oil reserves in its Lokichar 

basin in 2012 and a 800-
km (500-mile) pipeline 
is due to be built before 
production starts up in 
2021/22.

The national govern-
ment and the regional ad-
ministration of the north-
western Turkana region 
agreed last month on rev-
enue sharing that will come 
into force when production 
reaches full capacity by 

2022.
That agreement paved 

the way for the passage of 
a law on petroleum pro-
duction, which will enable 
Tullow Oil - which operates 
the Kenyan fields - to start 
shipping oil that has been 
held in storage tanks for 
a year.

“The benefits of the 
project will be shared and 
no one will be left behind,” 

Deputy President William 
Ruto said at the launch of 
the export initiative under 
which 2,000 barrels will be 
transported to Mombasa by 
road for shipment each day.

Tullow has hired Wood 
Group to design the pipe-
line needed to bring crude 
from Lokichar’s onshore 
fields to a port in Lamu 
along the Indian Ocean 
coast.

The cost of the pipeline 
is estimated at $1.1 billion, 
with a further $2.9 billion 
needed for upstream opera-
tions, the company says.

Tullow has said the 
Amosing and Ngamia fields 
in the basin have estimat-
ed contingent resources of 
about 560 million barrels, 
with plateau production po-
tentially reaching 100,000 
barrels per day.

Rwanda, Russia 
discuss air 

defence system 
deliveries
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MARIAM Liamba, the Chiepo 
farmers group chairperson, explains 
a point to the Ruangwa District 
Commissioner (DC) Joseph Mkirikiti 
(right), during farmers field day 
held recently in Nandagala village 
to learn performance of sunflower 
demo plots in their area. (Photo by 
a Correspondent)

»

Kigali, Monday

RUSSIA and Rwanda are developing 
military and technical cooperation 
and both sides are discussing the 
deliveries of Russian air defense 
systems, Russia’s Foreign Minister 

Sergey Lavrov said after negotiations with his 
Rwandan counterpart Louise Mushikiwabo on 
Sunday.

“We indeed have fairly good cooperation in 
the military and technical sphere. The Rwan-
dan security forces, army and law-enforcement 
agencies operate our helicopters. There are also 
Ural vehicles used by the army and the security 
service and a whole bunch of small arms. Now 
the deliveries of air defense systems are being 
discussed,” Lavrov said.

As the Russian foreign minister noted, “last 
year, an inter-governmental commission for 
military and technical cooperation was set up.”

“It held its first session in Kigali in the 
autumn of 2017 to map out concrete ways of 
developing interaction in this sphere. The second 
session is planned for the autumn of this year 
in Moscow,” the Russian foreign minister said.

Russia and Rwanda have good prospects for 
developing cooperation in this sphere, Lavrov 
noted.

‘We are content with how our military and 
technical cooperation is developing and it has a 
good history and good prospects,” the Russian 
foreign minister said.

‘We agreed to continue our cooperation 
concerning law-enforcement agencies and special 
services, first of all, in the fight against terrorism, 
which, unfortunately, has also taken root on the 
African continent,” Lavrov said.

Russia and Rwanda are also interested in 
implementing joint projects for the peaceful use 
of atomic energy, Lavrov said.

“The benefits 
of the project 
will be shared 
and no one 
will be left 
behind,”


